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nlike Christ’s clear reply to St. Peter’s question
U of “Domine quo vadis?” (My Lord whither goest thou?),

| have no clear answer to the often posed question
of “What will be the future for Hong Kong shipping”. | can
only attempt my very personal views of the industry and the
maladies affecting it.

Historically Hong Kong developed as a trading post for
the British into China when it was ceded after the Opium
War. Trade and fishery, both shipping related brought
about banking services. Many factors contributed to the
development of Hong Kong shipping in Hong Kong after
WWII. The Japanese reconstruction was helped by its
operating as a supply base for the Korean War, while
the onset of the Cold War and isolation of China gave
opportunity to refugees from the Chinese Civil War, many
from Shanghai, to use their entrepreneurial experience in re-
establishing their business, shipping included, in Hong Kong.
The Post-WWII geo-political changes in the Far East and
Asean, with newly independent states and trading with China
through Chinese state corporations and shipping companies
based in Hong Kong like China Merchants, the Vietnam War,
the flight of overseas Chinese capital using Hong Kong as a
safe haven, new shipbuilding technologies and equipments,
the emergence of Japanese shikumisen charters, all combined
to allow the rapid expansion of the shipping industry in Hong
Kong with companies like OOCL and Worldwide, in its port
and transshipment facilities and intermodal trucking and rail
operations, supported by professional maritime services in
insurance, law etc.

(C.H. Wong)

Circumstances have changed over the
decades, and now Hong Kong shipping
is faced with high costs, land shortage
and severe competition from Singapore,
Shanghai and the Pearl River Delta which
are developing their own logistics centres
and facilities. The question is thus not
so much about the future of Hong Kong
shipping, but what can Hong Kong do
to preserve or develop which sectors of
shipping industry, be it in container ports,
locally based shipping companies, the
Ship Registry, the supporting transshipment
facilities, or the cruise ship sector?

A good management is as important as
the hardware, shipping is no exception.
| would venture that the future lies in the
identification of those sectors of Hong
Kong shipping that can be salvaged, and
developing Hong Kong as a professional
maritime centre, through a programme of
intensive practical immersion, on top of
academic education, of young shipping
industry managers in the collective wisdom
and experience of the professionals, which
only time can nurture.
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Following the successful trial of the workshop on
General Average using the case studies approach by
Mr. Raymond Wong, the HKLMSA and the Institute
of Sea Transport have decided to jointly introduce a
workshop series on Maritime Practice based on the
alternate case studies approach, whereby the interactive
workshop forum on real cases will allow participants
to correlate their knowledge of various disciplines in
shipping to synthesize an optimum solution to problems.

The series will cover the entire lifespan of the ship,
from decision to purchase to its final loss or disposal,
and will fall under the broad outlines of "Decision
Making in Ship Acquisition", "Financial Options in
Acquisiton, "Sale & Purchase and Newbuilding of ships",
"'Ship Types, Machineries & Equipments", "Management
of Ships & Ship Managers", "Ship Operations,
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Crewing & Technical Maintenance",
"Ship Employment, Chartering &
Administration", "Marine Insurance (Hull &
Machinery, Protection & Indemnity), "Dispute &
Casualty Management (Legal & Commercial) &
"Professional Services in Maritime Practice". The
series is expected to last up to 40 hours in two
hour sessions conducted every 30 to 45 days, the
first planned for early November 2013. Different
sessions will have besides the moderators guest
speakers expert in the topic being discussed.

An example of the above is the MOL Comfort
case used by Mr. Raymond Wong in the trial
workshop, which not only touched upon the
Marine Insurance claims, but had its implication
on terms in charterparty affected by the GA as
defined my Maritime Law.

Ocean Base Co.,Ltd
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