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What is One Belt One Road (OBOR) about? This has been a much touted topic
over the past two years ever since it was first proclaimed by President Xi Jinping.
To quote Dr. Thomas Chan of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, it is an

“Initiative” rather than a “Policy”, and thus does not have a time frame for its

implementation, like the policies in a five year economic plan of a state.

How can this Initiative be implemented? To answer the question, one has to know
what OBOR involves. It is an idea or initiative to improve upon the relationship
between states on the political, economic and cultural plane, in this globalized
economy. It consists of two components, the land and the maritime routes (as in
maps below).
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The OBOR Initiative was based on the ancient trading routes, mainly the Silk Road
of the Tang Dynasty and the Maritime Silk Road of the Ming Dynasty (Zheng He) as
shown in the above map in red and blue respectively, and in the map on top right.

An example of the land trade is shown by the blue in the Tang tricolour figurines,
which comes from cobalt which was then only available in Persia, and the many

gemstones found in the Ming Tombs.

The Maritime Silk Road was started by Admiral Zheng He during the Ming Dynasty.
This was followed by the Voyages of Discovery by Europeans like Bartolomeu Dias,
Vasco da Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus and James Cook in
the 15th & 16th Century looking for spices, tea, silk, etc. (map below).
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European Voyages of Discovery ==

Evidences of the trade of the Maritime Silk Road can be seen in the prized black
glazed tea cup used in Japanese tea ceremony, the development of the Delft Blue
porcelain in the Netherlands in 17th Century, and the many Ming blue and white
porcelain found today in the antique shops in South East Asia.

The OBOR thus is not a new policy which instantly brings forward projects and
contracts for all business sectors, especially those in the PRC, but gives a further
iImpetus to existing trading and other exchanges through governmental assistance.
Under the OBOR Initiative the trading area extends on land all the way to Western
Europe and at sea to the Mediterranean. In effect it now encompasses globally the
trading routes of the Voyages of Discovery, to North and South America, Oceania,
etc.

Next come the question on how to realize and enhance the existing opportunities
envisaged by the OBOR Initiative. It will require entrepreneurs and executives who
have good knowledge and understanding of the market or the project, on an
integrated political, economic and cultural basis, both lateral and vertical, that is the
all-rounder.

There are many highly qualified specialists and experts in logistics, but fewer when
it comes to problem solving executives, who can make an optimized solution
based on all available facts, from the historical, economic, cultural and technical
perspectives. This is illustrated by the evidences of trade in OBOR shown above.
To realize OBOR thence there is the need to study how the markets and products
have changed, evolved and developed over the centuries, and what the current
situation is, before one can develop a strategy or plan to explore the opportunities
offered, and to be exploited by China and its SAR of Hong Kong and Macau.

The HKLMSA has over the past three years initiated and, in conjunction with the
Institute of Seatransport and Hong Kong Polytechnic University/ICMS conducted
the Inter-Disciplinary Maritime Practice (IMP) Workshop Series, which employed
the Inter-Disciplinary Learning (IDL) open forum case study methodology for
sharing the practical experience and collective wisdom of industry practitioners,
particularly with the younger generation, which hopefully will turn out the type of
all-round executives needed to realize OBOR through negotiations with diverse
counterparts from other countries.
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